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In the last decades, the field of memory studies has been experiencing a sort of “spatial 
turn”: from Pierre Nora's lieux de memoire, the practices of mise en scene of collective 
memory in public spaces of commemoration (such as museums, memorials, monuments, 
etc.) have been object of study from different (and sometime distant) theoretical 
perspectives. Moreover, places of memory, museums, memorials and monuments are also 
becoming more and more a domain of struggle among competing political and ideological 
interests, in which politics of memory is expressed and applied and where the “official 
version” of the representation of past and identity is at stake. Additionally, places of memory 
are also a collective and cultural “trend”, as testified by the increasing practices of heritage 
tourism and mediatisation of memories in the age of visualization and digitalization.

More than anywhere else these dynamics of spatialisation of memory have led to conflicts 
and reactions when affecting sites where historical events of mass violence did actually take 
place, transforming ordinary landscapes into  ‘terrorscapes’ (van der Laarse, 2009). Memory 
which is today represented and recalled in such places is often traumatic, and linked to war 
or occurrences of political, cultural and ethnic violence. If it’s true that collective memory is 
also an ideological (auto-) representation of identity, the role of the so called “traumatic 
memories” in processes of representations of collective identities seems to be predominant 
today. And, moreover, many sites connected to a tragic historical event and to a traumatic 
heritage in the 20th century “Age of Extremes" (Hobsbawm, 1994) have assumed later a 
strong symbolical role, acting as sort of “founding places” for national but also trans- and 
infra- national communities. Let’s consider for example the Holocaust and its role in the 
construction of political identities and of memory-making: as regards Europe, the Stockholm 
declaration identifies in Auschwitz one of the most important “founding places” of United 
Europe. Other examples include more recent European conflicts such as the Yugoslav wars, 
or the fall of the Berlin wall and the end of Cold War, with all the subsequent processes of 
reinterpretation of national and transnational memories in East-Europeans countries. These 
events triggered a reconfiguration of the European landscape of memory: the emergence of 
new places of memory and the re-semantisation of the old ones.

These considertions raise questions – relevant from a semiotic perspective – about the 
symbolic status of such “spatial signs and texts” and, more generally, on the relations 
between a semiotics of culture and memory and a semiotics of space. Recently, in some 
semiotic surveys, a distinction has been made between memorials built ex novo and 
memorials built in sites of massacre, terror or violence (Violi, 2011; Mazzucchelli, 2010; see 
also Demaria 2010, 2013, Pezzini 2011, and Van der Laarse, 2013); in particular, Patrizia 
Violi, introduced the notion of trauma site in semiotics to indicate those places that are 
“characterized by a specific semiotic trait: an indexical link to past traumatic events” and that 
“exist factually as material testimonies of the violence and horror that took place there”. The 
notion of trauma site, as defined by Violi, has several affinities with such concepts as 
traumascape (Tumarkin), heritagescape (Garden), memoryscape (Appadurai; Nuttell; 



Phillips & Reyes), or terror space (Otto). All these concepts address a general interest 
towards practices of monumentalisation, preservation, transformation of sites linked to 
violent historical events. Departing from these definition, the notion of terrorscapes (Van der 
Laarse, 2009) exclusively refers to those places where terror, political or state-perpetrated  
violence has happened or was prepared, seeking to understand both what happened as well 
as how the space-times of terror are collectively remembered or forgotten.

Moving from these assumptions, this special issue would like to collect contributions, also 
from different theoretical perspectives, about the semiotic processes of transformation of 
such historical sites into memory (or oblivion) places. The authors should then focus 
especially  on practices of presentation and re-presentation of memory in such “terror-sites” 
and terrorscapes, considering especially their symbolical dimension especially (but not 
necessarily exclusively) in relation with questions like competing memories, intergenerational 
and transnational dynamics of memory and dissonant heritage.

In particular, we call for papers on:

• analysis of places of memory and memorial sites built on historical places;

• practices of commemoration, mnemonic performances of “experiencing the past” 
(including silencing of memories in terrorscapes and trauma sites);

• intermediality and “re-mediation” of memory between space, materiality (spatial 
remains and traces) and other media (including new media’s virtual spaces);

• narratives and politics of memory and identity;

• relations between history, memory, and heritage;

• Trauma and truth finding in the age of post-memory and prosthetic memory;

***

Calendar and deadlines:

- Abstracts (max 300 words) submission deadline: May, 15th 2013
- Notification of abstracts acceptance/refusal: May, 31th 2013
- Articles (max 8.000 words) submission deadline for accepted abstracts: December, 

30th 2013
- Notification of double-blind review results (acceptance/acceptance with revisions/ 

rejection): March, 1st 2014
- Approved articles submission deadline: June, 1st 2014
- Publication expected for December 2014

All abstract (max 300 words) and articles (max 8.000 words) should be sent to the editors of 
the issue:

- Rob van der Laarse: laarse@uva.nl
- Francesco Mazzucchelli: francesco.mazzucchelli@unibo.it
- Carlos Reijnen: c.w.c.reijnen@uva.nl

Please note that all abstracts and articles should be submitted in English.

Info at http://versus.ddc.unibo.it/
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