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Session 1: The Transmission of Memory: Spatial Transformations and 
Translations 
 

Public Baths in the City: Carriers of Collective Memory 
Magda Sibley, University of Manchester 

 
Abstract: 
Public baths are part of a shared Mediterranean culture and past as they played an important 
role in Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine and Islamic societies. As such they are part of a 
collective Mediterranean memory and are sites of social interaction; sites where people 
collectively build memories, circulate information, conduct business, resolve collective 
problems and expand their social network. The act of bathing itself is culturally constructed 
as it follows certain rituals linked to local traditional practices. Physical but also spiritual 
purification are embedded in the notion of public bathing which is rich in meanings. 
This paper focuses on the results of field work carried out by the author on the surviving and 
functioning historic hammams of North African and Middle Eastern World Heritage Cities. It 
examines these historic structures as carriers of collective memory and sites of cultural and 
social interactions in the 21st Century.  
This work has been funded by the UK Arts and Humanities Research Council and the Euro-
Med Heritage 4 programme “Hammamed”. 
 
Bio: 
Dr Magda Sibley is a senior lecturer in Architecture at Manchester Architecture Research 
Centre – the University of Manchester. Her research centres around the Mediterranean 
heritage cities and in particular examines the contemporary transformations of heritage 
buildings such as courtyard housing and hammams (public baths) in North African and 
Middle Eastern cities. She has published on courtyard housing (including co-editing a book) 
and has guest edited a special issue of the electronic Journal “Archnet-IJAR“ International 
Journal of Architectural Research on hammams in the Mediterranean countries. She is 
currently preparing a book under the title of “The Surviving  Historic Hammams of North 
Africa:  Urban, Architectural and Social Dimensions in the 21st Century”.  This book will 
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disseminate the results of a three year research project funded by the Arts and Humanities 
Research Council between 2007 and 2010.  She is currently a partner in the Euro Med 
Heritage 4 “ Hammamed” project. http://www.hammamed.net/ 
 
 
Old Alexandrinas & New Jerusalems:  From Cavafy’s ‘Capital of Memory’ to Said’s call 

for a Palestinian ‘Right to a remembered presence’ 
Beverley Butler, University College of London 

 
Abstract: 
My critical objective within this paper is to give concrete examples of the diverse forms and 
expressions of ‘heritage memory’ in two specific urban landscapes: that of Alexandria and 
Jerusalem; with an emphasis upon conflict spaces and aspirations for post-conflict futures.  
To do this I critically explore archival memory-work and its contemporary efficacies at both 
elite and more popular level. This elite-popular shift is mirrored in my ethnographic studies 
of the recent revival of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina and research on heritage and wellbeing in 
Jerusalem and the occupied Palestinian territories. This shift of focus takes me from  a case-
study context synonymous in the western imagination with Alexandria as Cavafy’s ‘Capital 
of Memory’ and with the continued elite institutionalisation of archival memory in the 
Bibliotheca’s revival (a collaboration between the Egyptian Government and UNESCO) to 
that of a popular engagement in which the person/ community is in ‘dialogue’ with 
alternative conceptions and forms of archival-heritage memory and with the efficacies 
synonymous with particular modes of cultural transmission.  This shift, in return, requires an 
alignment to the genre of ‘enchanted heritage’ (cf. Byrne 2004) in which the continuities of 
sacred, and magical, ideal and real discourses can be identified from North to South (see 
Parish 2007). It is also a movement that, I will argue, ‘transcends modernism’s limitations’ 
(Byrne 2004:19) and is capable of offering resonance to what has been diagnosed as a 
popular Palestinian ‘archive fever’ (Doumani 2009) and with Edward Said’s call for a 
Palestinian ‘Right to a remembered presence’ and as such is synonymous with attempts to 
resist the on-going violence of occupation. In my conclusions, therefore, I argue that a key of 
archival-heritage memory-work is the capacity to ‘speak to’ the diversity of human cultural 
experience and to give recognition to diverse strategies of wellbeing, and cultural 
transmission; many of which remain ‘outside’ dominant archival and therapeutic discourse.  
These need to be re-centred in future discussions and to do so is crucially important in terms 
of the recognition of more ‘just’ archival and urban landscape futures.   
 
Bio: 
Dr Beverley Butler, Senior Lecturer in Cultural Heritage Studies, Institute of Archaeology, 
UCL. Research interests: cultural memory, heritage as wellbeing/ illbeing, archival 
imaginations, ethnographic methods. Long term research in Egypt and Palestine. She is 
author of Return to Alexandria: An Ethnography of Cultural Heritage Revivalism and 
Museum Memory (Left Coast Press)and her research in Palestine includes, Butler, B. (2010), 
Palestinian Heritage “To the Moment”: Archival Memory and the Representation of Heritage 
in Conflict, in [eds], D, Perring et al, Journal of Conservation and Management of 
Archaeological Sites and Butler, B. and MacDonald, S., (2008), Keys to the Past, Keys to the 
Future: Developing a National Policy for Museums in Palestine. Consultancy paper 
commissioned by Palestinian N ational Authority/ UNESCO. 
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Border as a Memory Project: Reconstruction of Space and Identity after the collapse of the 
Iron Curtain 

Ksenija Vidmar Horvat, University of Ljubljana 
 
Abstract: 
This presentation looks into the cultural meaning and symbolic functioning of the borders in 
Slovenia after the entrance into the Schengen regime. The main argument is that with the 
removal of the administrative border control in the  enlarged EU,  a different kind of border 
has re-emerged. This  border is deeply embedded in memories of past borders and 
technologies of control of movement. With the collapse of the East-West divide in Europe, 
the memories begin to operate as tangible reminders of the continuous threat to the re-
bordering of Europe, which in the changed contexts of the Schengen system may now be 
achieved by different means. The author discusses the repressive sites of this »border 
memory« project through the investigation of reconstruction of spacial and identity territories 
in the border regions in Slovenia.    
 
Bio: 
Dr. Ksenija Vidmar Horvat is Associate Professor at the Department of Sociology, Faculty of 
Arts, University of Ljubljana. Her research interests include questions of cultural identity, 
globalization, gender and media; most recently, she has been doing research on questions of 
multiculturalism, Europe and post-socialism. Her publications include Introduction to 
Sociology of Culture (2004), Global Culture (2006) and articles “Globalization of Gender: 
‘Ally McBeal’ in Post-Socialist Slovenia” (European Journal of Cultural Studies, 2005:2); 
reprinted in Brundson, Charlotte, Spigel, Lynn (eds.), Feminist Television Criticism, (Open 
University Press, 2007); and with Denis Mancević, “Global News, Local Views: Slovene 
Media Reporting on 9/11” in T. Pludowski (ed.) How the World's News Media Reacted to 
9/11: Essays from Around the Globe (2007). 
 

 

Session 2: Space, Bodies, Experience 
 

Mapping Experiences and Culture of Opensource Cartography 
Martin Dodge, University of Manchester 

 
Abstract: 
My talk will consider newly emerging map-making practices - so-called crowd cartography - 
in relation to visual knowledge and embodied senses of place. I want to think about how 
scholar interested in visual cognition and everyday spaces might profitably analyse mapping 
projects, such as OpenStreetMap, considering the nature of collaborative authoring of place 
knowledge and map-based memories. The discussion with draw on theorisation in terms of 
sociologist George Ritzer's notion of “prosumer societies”, geographer Michael Goodchild's 
volunteerist 'citizen scientists' and economic commentator Nicholas Carr's critique on the 
'ignorance of crowds'. 
 
Bio: 
Martin Dodge is Senior Lecturer in Human Geography in Manchester where his research 
focuses on conceptualising the socio-spatial power of digital technologies and urban 
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infrastructures, virtual geographies, and the theorisation of visual representations, 
cartographic knowledge and novel methods of geographic visualisation. He curated the well 
known Web-based Atlas of Cyberspaces and has co-authored three books covering aspects of 
spatiality of computer technology: Mapping Cyberspace (Routledge, 2000), Atlas of 
Cyberspace (Addison-Wesley, 2001) and Code/Space (MIT Press, 2011). He has also 
coedited three books, Geographic Visualization (Wiley, 2008) and Rethinking Maps 
(Routledge, 2009), The Map Reader (Wiley, 2011) focused on the social and cultural 
meanings of new kinds of mapping practice. 
 
 

Political Economies of Display: Tourists, Bodies, Places 
Claudio Minca, Wageningen University 

 
Abstract: 
When people travel, they are commonly forced to enter (bio)political economies which are 
endlessly transgressed and subverted. The biopolitical is present in tourism today not only in 
terms of the organisation of fluxes and carefully planned spaces, but also in terms of practice 
and ideas of place and experience. Within these places and experiences, 'culture' is conceived 
and performed by 'people' that the tourism translates into a putative objectified 'population' 
(of hosts and guests), and mobilizes a very specific, presentation and re-presentation of 
bodies. 
 
Bio: 
Claudio Minca is a human geographer with strong interests in cultural and political theory. 
His main research projects have focused on the geographies of tourism and travel and the 
spatial theories of modernity, including conceptualizations of landscape, place and power. He 
has also written extensively on the relationship between space and biopolitics, with a 
particular focus on the work of philosopher Giorgio Agamben and legal theorist Carl Schmitt. 
In empirical terms, his most recent work has been on Trieste (cosmopolitanism, border 
thinking, geographies of absence), Morocco (postcolonial geographies of travel) and the 
Mediterranean more broadly. Claudio Minca is presently Professor and Head of the Socio-
spatial Analysis chair group at Wageningen University. He also holds a Research 
Professorship at Royal Holloway, University of London and a Visiting Professorship at the 
College of Tourism, Rikkyo University, Japan. Recently he was awarded an International 
Visiting Professorship at the University of Torino and a Visiting Chair in History and 
Governmentality at the School of Advanced Studies of the University of Siena. 
 
 
Session 3: Space and Trauma: Divided Cities, Contested Memories 
 
 

Nicosia: Memory, Place, Trauma 
Gabriel Koureas, Birkbeck University of London 

 
Abstract: 
How can divided Nicosia, scarred by wars and ethnic conflicts that have left open wounds in 
the fabric of the city, try to heal itself and incorporate its traumatic memories within its 
spatial organization? Is such an incorporation possible? In order to investigate these 
questions, this paper is going to examine in more detail the visual and sensorial language of 
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the city of Nicosia concentrating on issues of space, borders (both physical and psychic), 
memory and trauma. The paper interrogates artistic intersections in the spatial and psychic 
parameters of the city in order to argue that artistic production in the city of Nicosia is 
embedded in its spatiality. Like the space of the city these works demand our participation, 
our interaction through all our senses. In experiencing both these works and the city we are 
unable to rely solely on vision, as they call for our hearing, smell and tactility in 
comprehending spatially and artistically the impact of war and conflict.  It is only by 
understanding the sensorial impact of trauma that we can begin to comprehend the political 
and social conditions in the city of Nicosia and its artistic production. 
 
Bio: 
Dr. Koureas completed his PhD at Birkbeck, University of London (funded by a three year 
AHRC grant) where he has been teaching since 2000. His teaching concentrates on thevisual 
and material cultural from the late 19th century to the present day with special emphasis on 
memory, gender, race and national identity and their intersections. Koureas’ research interests 
are in the relationship of memory, conflict and commemoration in the construction of 
National and gender identities. His past research and published monograph Memory, 
Masculinity and National Identity in British Visual Culture, 1914-1930, (Aldershot: Ashgate, 
2007) concentrate on the commemoration of the First World War in relation to the visual 
culture of the 1920s and offers an innovative way of looking at ways in which intimacy, 
cultural expressions of sexuality, emotion and affect are encoded in diverse forms in visual 
culture and commemorative objects with particular emphasis on the performative nature of 
gender and various sites of memory. Current research interests concentrate on issues of 
representation of conflict and its commemoration in the museum space, the city and memorial 
sites with special emphasis on postcolonial memory and gender as well as the possibilities of 
reconciliation offered through visual culture and the senses. 
 

Manipulating Sacred Space and Histories in Contested Jerusalem 
Wendy Pullan, University of Cambridge 

 
Abstract: 
In many ways, Jerusalem’s holy places are central to the present conflict in the city. But 
within the idea of sacred space and religious life as understood and practiced today, and in 
terms of the wider urban setting, they are confusing and often paradoxical. As professed by 
many of the adherents of the world’s three major monotheistic religions, these sites  are 
simply a continuation of a 3000 year history of conflicting interests and violent 
appropriations.  Yet, we also appear to be witnessing a different version of contentious 
holiness where modern secularism has instilled the sites with altered memories and new 
meanings based upon national aspirations. With the increasing domination of the latter, we 
must ask how it affects the nature of the Palestine-Israel conflict and its impact upon the city.  
Clearly our concept of temporality has altered with modernity, so that sacred space in 
contested territories today is not so much regarded as a link to an unattainable eternity but 
more likely to be adopted as a way of re-enacting and recruiting the historical past for a 
present cause. The ‘my temple/church/mosque/synagogue has always stood on this site’ 
argument has become the primary refrain for the political legitimisation of holy sites in many 
parts of the world. In Jerusalem, the arguments for rights to land and place are often 
dominated by such a meta-history and the formulation of its links to the present. Taking 
account of this skewed temporality, my paper will explore problems in the modern meaning 
of ‘sacred space’, focusing upon new sites in underground tunnels next to Jerusalem’s 
Western Wall. 
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Bio: 
Dr Wendy Pullan is Director of the Martin Centre for Research and Senior Lecturer in 
History and Philosophy of Architecture at the University of Cambridge. She is Principal 
Investigator for Conflict in Cities and the Contested State, an international and 
multidisciplinary research project  funded by the Economic and Social Research Council’s 
Large Grants Programme. She has received the Royal Institute of British Architects‘ 
President’s Award for University Led Research for work on Conflict in Cities. Dr Pullan has 
published widely on Mediterranean and Middle Eastern architecture and cities, especially 
Jerusalem, and has advised on issues to do with urban uncertainty and security. She is a 
Fellow of Clare College, Cambridge. 
 

 
 
 


